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CONCEPTUAL BENCHMARKS OF THE STUDY

Relevance and significance of the study. Observing the changes taking place in
international relations over the past two decades, the rapid changes affecting the system and
structure of international relations, due to the state of the environment and attempts to transform
the system of international relations formed after the collapse of the USSR, become obvious. At
the present stage in the emerging system of international relations, in addition to the United
States, the European Union, China and the Russian Federation are claiming the role of centers of
power.

Integration processes, which began in the second half of the XX century, have become
the vanguard trends in international relations of the XXI century, and participation in the
integration processes ensures the political and economic involvement of states in international
processes and stable development. The active processes of enlargement of the European Union at
the beginning of the 21st century, together with the spread of European values in the countries of
Eastern Europe and the post-Soviet space, contributed to the expansion of the geopolitical
interests of the EU. As a result of the expansion of the area of geopolitical interests in the post-
Soviet space, the European Union faced the position of the Russian Federation, which considers
the area of the post-Soviet space for a long period of time after the collapse of the USSR as a
sphere of geopolitical interests and influence.

The increased level of competition in overlapping spheres of geopolitical interest
stimulated the Russian Federation to intensify the integration process in the Eurasian space,
while maintaining the format of cooperation within the CIS. In these conditions, two integration
associations - the European Union and the Eurasian Economic Union, different in the depth of
integration and the volume of participants, but similar in the basic principles of economic
integration, in their scale covered almost the entire continent of Eurasia, forming a kind of
subsystem of international relations with two centers of power of the EU and the EAEU. Unlike
the EU, within the framework of Eurasian integration, the Russian Federation acts as the main
integrator and center of power and fragmentation, has become a characteristic feature of the
integration processes in the post-Soviet space.

Thus, the relevance of the study of Moldovan-Russian relations in the new conditions is
due to a number of factors. Firstly, in the current geopolitical realities and taking into account the
geographical location of the Republic of Moldova between the two integration associations
within the framework of the formed subsystem, Moldova's foreign policy is determined by the
environment of international relations, the state of relations between the centers of power in the

region, as well as the potential for conflict between them, affecting the regional stability.



Secondly, in the course of the implementation of the foreign policy of European
integration of the Republic of Moldova for twenty years, due to the internal political split and
foreign policy pressure, the importance of the principles of conducting a balanced foreign policy,
fixed in the Foreign Policy Concept, was not taken into account. As a result, the level of trust in
the Republic of Moldova at different stages of integration began to decline both in the East and
in the West, and foreign policy does not ensure the implementation of the consolidated national
interest.

Thirdly, the realization of the national interest of the Republic of Moldova is conditioned
by the need to form a new approach to foreign policy and to define a foreign policy strategy.
Strategic analysis and determination of the prospects for the development of integration
processes and the format of cooperation of the Republic of Moldova in them, ensuring the
realization of national interests, is the basis of the new approach. In turn, the establishment and
building of full-fledged and trusting cooperation between the Republic of Moldova and the
Russian Federation, taking into account the historical experience of relations between the two
states and the national interests of Moldova in the long term, is due to a number of areas of
cooperation that are important for Moldova. The main directions of bilateral interaction are:
trade, economic, humanitarian component and cooperation in solving the Transnistrian problem.

Description of the situation in the research field and identification of the research
problem.

Bilateral relations between the Republic of Moldova and the Russian Federation in the
context of integration processes have been and remain the subject of research and touch upon
various aspects of cooperation in terms of the geopolitical interests and influence of the Russian
Federation and the European Union in the region. Among the Western authors who have studied
the geopolitical interests of Russia and the European Union in the Republic of Moldova, as a
factor influencing foreign policy orientation and the formation of conflict potential, deserve
attention N. Medico [16], J. Beyer and S. Wolff [11], F. Parmentier [21], J. O'Loughlyn [17].
The geostrategic interests of the Russian Federation in the region and the Republic of Moldova,
conditioned by the support of separatism in Transnistria and the military presence of the Russian
contingent, as a factor in restraining NATO expansion to the East, are analyzed in their works
J.Friedman [13], R. Kennedy [14], J. F. Drevet [20], V. Ticu [18]. S. Woehrel [19] analyzes the
energy and economic component of bilateral relations as an instrument of pressure on Moldova.
The problems of the formation and use of instruments of "soft power" of Russia in relations with
Moldova are the subject of research in the works of A. Makarychev [15], A. Devyatkov [12].

The study of bilateral relations between the Republic of Moldova and the Russian

Federation within the framework of the processes of European integration and cooperation with



the CIS is of interest to representatives of the scientific community of the Russian Federation.
The analysis of the interests of the Republic of Moldova and the nature of bilateral relations with
the Russian Federation in the context of the growing competition of two integration associations
- European and Eurasian - are presented by I. Selivanov [34], A. Shevchenko [44], E. Vinokurov,
S. Kulik, A. Spartak [24]. L. Brysyakina [22], V. Ogneva [31] analyze the building of full-
fledged bilateral cooperation between Moldova and Russia as a factor in strengthening political
and economic stability in Moldova and in the region, ensuring the realization of the national
interests of the parties. The interest of the post-Soviet states and the Republic of Moldova in
cooperation in the context of strengthening Russia's position in world politics is studied by G.
Greenberg [26], |. Kobrinskaya [27]. An analysis of bilateral relations in the framework of the
changing geopolitical reality and the transformation of the system of international relations is
suggested in the study by F. Muhametshin [29]. The interests of the Russian Federation and the
Republic of Moldova related to the process of Eurasian integration are analyzed in the studies of
A. Lukin [28] and A. Ryabov [33].

Attempts to study bilateral relations between Moldova and Russia in the context of the
processes of European integration and cooperation within the framework of the CIS at the
present stage have been carried out in the Republic of Moldova. The strategic partnership of the
Republic of Moldova with the Russian Federation and the multi-vector foreign policy of
Moldova, including European integration and the development of relations with the CIS, the
subject of research by S. Nazaria [30]. The historical context of Moldova's relations with Russia
in the process of building a foreign policy strategy, the subject of analysis by V. Turcan and V.
Mosneaga [42]. The evolution of Moldovan-Russian relations in the context of the
implementation of the eastern direction of the EU's "neighborhood policy” and the growing
geopolitical tension in the region, analyzed by C. Solomon [35], A. Tcaci [36], S. Cebotari and
N. Stercul [43], A. Roman and S. Nazaria [32]. The role of the Russian Federation, geopolitical
and geostrategic interests in the context of the settlement of the Transnistrian conflict - an
integral part of bilateral relations within the framework of integration processes are studied 1.
Bucataru [23], V. Juc and V. Ungureanu [6], Gh. Cojocaru [4], C. Mindscurta and A. Gancu [7],
D. Bencheci [10], O. Serebrian [9]. The analysis of the position and role of the Republic of
Moldova in the new geopolitical conditions, the transforming system of international relations
and relations with foreign policy partners are presented by E. Ciobu [3], V. Juc [5]. National
interest and security of Moldova in the framework of bilateral relations with Russia and
integration processes, analyzed by V. Saca [8], S. Cebotari [2], Gh. Caldare [1], Iu. Gorincioi

[25]. Despite the rather massive volume of research concerning Moldovan-Russian relations,



presented in foreign and Moldovan scientific works, the problems of bilateral relations in the
context of integration processes have not been sufficiently studied.

The research hypothesis:

- As a result of the geopolitical changes of the last decades on the Eurasian continent and the
development of integration processes, the system of international relations is being transformed,
forming a new geopolitical reality for the Republic of Moldova, necessitating the updating of the
Foreign Policy Concept.

- In the emerging system of international relations, the main centers of power in Eurasia are the
integration associations of the EU and the EAEU with the leading role of Russia. Pursuing
geopolitical interests and spreading geopolitical influence in intersecting spheres, the centers of
power influence the foreign policy of the Republic of Moldova, ensuring the opportunistic nature
of foreign policy.

- In the new geopolitical realities and taking into account the geographical location of the
Republic of Moldova, located between the two integration associations and the centers of power
of the EU and Russia, the formulation of a new concept and foreign policy strategy for the
convergence of interests of the Republic of Moldova contributes to the implementation of a
balanced foreign policy.

- The progress of the European integration of the Republic of Moldova, the development of the
potential of the CIS free trade zone, subject to the restoration of a full-fledged format of
Moldovan-Russian relations and the development of strategic partnership, open up the prospect
of analyzing the potential and possibilities of Moldova's participation in the EAEU free trade
zone, in order to realize the consolidated national interest and economic development.

The research purpose consists in analyzing the state and assessing the potential of
Moldovan-Russian relations in the context of integration processes, within the framework of the
existing associations of the European Union and the Eurasian Economic Union and defining a
strategic approach to the implementation of the foreign policy of the Republic of Moldova in the
new geopolitical realities.

The objectives of the research are:

- analysis of foreign historiography of the study of Moldovan-Russian relations in the context of
the processes of European and Eurasian integration;

- analysis of Moldavian historiography of the study of Moldovan-Russian relations in the context
of the processes of European and Eurasian integration;

- identification of the relationship between the theoretical and conceptual foundations of foreign

policy, the integration process and the international system;



- analysis of the research methodology of the Moldovan-Russian relations in the context of the
processes of European and Eurasian integration;

- study of the political and legal framework for bilateral cooperation between the Republic of
Moldova and the Russian Federation;

- identify the specifics of reconfiguration of the foreign policy of the Republic of Moldova as
part of the process of European integration and relations with the Russian Federation and the
CIS;

- determination of the foreign policy strategy for the convergence of interests of the Republic of
Moldova in the framework of the processes of European and Eurasian integration;

- identification of the potential and prospects of the strategic partnership of the Republic of
Moldova and the Russian Federation in the new conditions.

The research methodology. As part of the study of Moldovan-Russian relations in the
context of the processes of European versus Eurasian integration, the author has formed an area
of research, which combines numerous methods and research techniques, the totality of which is
interdisciplinary. The theoretical and methodological basis for the implementation of the study
was the theoretical and conceptual research of specialists representing this scientific direction
from the USA, France, Great Britain, Romania, Russia and the Republic of Moldova. Within the
framework of the research, the author applied and combined a set of theoretical and empirical
methods of an interdisciplinary nature, which contributed to the implementation of the study of
bilateral relations between the Republic of Moldova and the Russian Federation in the context of
the processes of European and Eurasian integration. Thus, the author used the following
scientific methods in the study: historical, deduction and induction, observation, systemic,
institutional, comparative, statistical, analysis and synthesis of the information obtained. As part
of the study, the author paid special attention to the method of studying documents. In order to
identify the specifics and features of Moldovan-Russian relations in the context of the processes
of European versus Eurasian integration, the behaviorist method was applied, which is relevant
in the study of the behavior of subjects of domestic and foreign political processes.

The interdisciplinary nature of the problem necessitated the use of a number of
approaches, the use of which contributes to obtaining results and understanding the current state
of the problem. Within the framework of the systematic approach, bilateral relations are
considered in the context of integration processes and the process of transformation of the
structure of the international system, the characteristic features of which are the competitive
environment of relations between the centers of power, as a factor influencing the foreign policy
of the Republic of Moldova. The synergistic approach made it possible to explore bilateral

relations and foreign policy in the context of interaction and cooperation with several integration



associations within the subsystem in order to consolidate national interest and form a positive
convergence effect.

Scientific novelty and originality of the research "Moldovan-Russian relations in the
context of the processes of European versus Eurasian integration™ proceeds from the fact that:
- for the first time in specialized literature an attempt was made to analyze the process of
reconfiguration of the foreign policy of the Republic of Moldova and the evolution of relations
with the Russian Federation in the context of integration processes;
- the degree of influence of the environment of the international system (geopolitical processes)
on foreign policy and the potential for the realization of national interest in the conditions of
competition between integration associations and centers of power is revealed;
- presented at the theoretical and conceptual level the relationship of "foreign policy - the process
of integration - the international system"”, which formed the basis of the proposed "foreign policy
strategy of convergence™.

The theoretical significance of the research is marked by:
- to supplement the scientifically sound and reasoned theoretical and methodological foundations
of the interdisciplinary nature of the study of international relations and foreign policy;
- in developing a conceptual framework reflecting the trends of a scientific approach to the study
of Moldovan-Russian relations in the context of European and Eurasian integration processes
and identifying the interdependence and influence of international processes on the nature of
foreign policy;
- in the formulation of definitions, the scientific argumentation of the relationship between the
concepts of "foreign policy”, "integration process”, “international system"™ and their
conditionality;
- to justify the need to develop foreign policy cooperation with integration associations in the
West (European Union) and East (CIS, Eurasian Economic Union), through the proposed
"convergence strategy”, which contributes to the development of strategic partnership with the
Russian Federation and the implementation of a consolidated national interest.
The applicative value of the research:

- This study, by its nature and content, is of both practical and theoretical importance for students
attending courses "Foreign policy of the Republic of Moldova", "Foreign policy of the Russian
Federation"”, "Theory of international relations";
- The proposed concepts can complement the theoretical set of studies in the field of foreign
policy, integration processes and international relations;
- The presented foreign policy strategy is the basis for the expert analysis of specialists from

specialized institutions, such as the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration, the



Parliament of the Republic of Moldova and public discussion of the conceptual foundations of
foreign policy in modern geopolitical realities.

Main scientific results offered for defense:

1. Structural changes in the transforming system of international relations and strengthening the
potential of the geopolitical influence of the Russian Federation - the center of power of the
emerging system through Eurasian integration, increase competition between the EU and the
EAEU within the Eurasian subsystem.

2. Geopolitical competition between integration associations (centers of power) in the areas of
overlapping interests has a destructive effect on the nature of the foreign policy of the Republic
of Moldova, stimulating an internal political split.

3. The foreign policy strategy of strengthening stability, consolidation of society and political
forces lies in the geopolitical positioning of the Republic of Moldova as a neutral state
developing foreign policy cooperation with the EU and the Russian Federation, based on internal
political consensus.

4. Realization of the consolidated national interest dictates the need to build a strategic
partnership between the Republic of Moldova and the Russian Federation on the principles of
mutual respect and within the framework of a balanced foreign policy.

The implementation of the scientific results. The presented proposals are reflected in
the definition of the concepts of "foreign policy”, "the process of integration”, identifying the
relationship and interdependence of "foreign policy - the process of integration - the international
system and the proposed "foreign policy strategy of convergence”.

Approval and validation of scientific results. The thesis was developed within the
framework of the Doctoral School of Social Sciences, Moldova State University. The
preliminary assessment of the dissertation was carried out within the framework of a joint
meeting (dated October 27, 2020) of the Department of International Relations, Faculty of
International Relations, Political and Administrative Sciences, Moldova State University.

Publications on the topic of the thesis: 12 publications on the topic of the dissertation,
of which: 4 articles in journals of category "B"; 2 articles in journals of category "C"; 1
publication in the Russian Federation. The main theses formulated in the dissertation are
presented at 5 scientific conferences: 2 national with international participation and 1
international in Chisinau, as well as 1 international in Warsaw, Poland and 1 international in
Kazan, Russian Federation.

Dissertation volume and structure: introduction, four chapters, conclusions and

recommendations, bibliography of 326 sources, 155 pages of the basic text and 4 annexes.
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Keywords: Moldovan-Russian relations, foreign policy, integration process,
international system, foreign policy strategy, strategic partnership, national interest, Republic of
Moldova, Russian Federation, European Union, Commonwealth of Independent States, Eurasian

Economic Union.

CONTENT OF THE THESIS

In the Introduction, the relevance and significance of the research problem is argued, the
goal and objectives of the research are determined, the scientific novelty of the results obtained,
the theoretical significance and applied value, the approval of the results and a summary of the
paragraphs of the dissertation are established.

Chapter 1 THE HISTORIOGRAPHY OF STUDYING MOLDO-RUSSIAN
RELATIONS IN THE CONTEXT OF INTEGRATION PROCESSES IN THE
WESTERN, RUSSIAN AND MOLDOVAN LITERATURE is devoted to the historiographic
research and analysis of the current state and existing problems in the bilateral relations of the
Republic of Moldova with the Russian Federation.

In the Paragraph 1 Foreign historiography of the study of Moldovan-Russian
relations in the context of the processes of European and Eurasian integration, approaches
and interpretations of the existing problems of Moldovan-Russian relations in scientific research
of Western and Russian specialists through the prism of geopolitics and the tense state of
relations between the West and Russia are analyzed and synthesized. The most relevant
approaches and ideas of Western researchers concerning the research problem are identified. 1.
The overlapping geopolitical interests of Russia and the European Union in the Republic of
Moldova act as factors of influence on foreign policy orientation, forming a conflict potential. 2.
The geostrategic interests of Russia in the region and the Republic of Moldova, conditioned by
the support of separatism in Transnistria and the presence of the Russian military contingent, are
a factor in restraining NATQO's eastward expansion. 3. Problems of the formation and use of
instruments of "soft power" of Russia in relations with Moldova, as well as the energy and
economic components of bilateral relations are an instrument of pressure on Moldova.

An analysis of the works of Russian researchers made it possible to synthesize and
formulate the following approaches. 1. The nature of Moldova's bilateral relations with Russia is
determined by the growing competition between the two integration associations - the EU and
the EAEU. 2. Building full-fledged bilateral relations between Moldova and Russia stimulate
political and economic stability in the Republic of Moldova and in the region, ensuring the
realization of the national interests of the parties. 3. The changing geopolitical reality and the

transformation of the system of international relations stimulate the Republic of Moldova to
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restore bilateral cooperation in the context of strengthening Russia as a center of power in world
politics.

In the Paragraph 2 Moldovan historiography the study of Moldovan-Russian
relations in the context of the processes of European and Eurasian integration, the analysis
of the research conducted in the Republic of Moldova helped to identify the following
approaches to the research problem. 1. The problem of the multi-vector foreign policy of the
Republic of Moldova and the development of strategic partnership with the Russian Federation is
conditioned by the process of European integration and the development of relations with the
CIS. 2. The historical context and evolution of the Moldovan-Russian relations within the
framework of the implementation of the "eastern direction of the EU's neighborhood policy",
caused by geopolitical tensions in the region, affect the potential for forming a foreign policy
strategy. 3. The Russian factor in the new geopolitical conditions, the transforming system of
international relations, determines the potential for the implementation of the national interests
and security of the Republic of Moldova within the framework of integration processes. 4. The
problem of the geopolitical positioning of the Republic of Moldova and the settlement of the
Transnistrian conflict in the context of the geopolitical and geostrategic interests of the Russian
Federation in the Transnistrian region and the role of Russia in the settlement process determine
the modern nature of bilateral relations.

Paragraph 3 Conclusions to the first chapter includes preliminary conclusions,
according to which the analyzed approaches are conditionally presented in two directions. On the
one hand, there is a common vision of problems in the bilateral relations between the Republic of
Moldova and the Russian Federation in the context of integration processes, which consists in
the use of instruments of "soft" and "hard power” by Russia. On the other hand, attention is
focused on internal political problems that affect the foreign policy level of Moldova's
interaction with Russia, caused by the processes of European and Eurasian integration and the
geopolitical competition of centers of power in overlapping spheres of interest and influence.

In the current conditions of geopolitical transformation of the environment and structure
of the international system, geopolitical competition between centers of power in the spheres of
interest and influence is a conditioning factor in the foreign policy of the Republic of Moldova.
In this context, the desire of the Russian Federation to preserve and strengthen its influence in
the sphere of traditional interests and the polar nature of the Moldovan society, divided
according to the geopolitical principle, determines the complex nature of the bilateral relations of
the Republic of Moldova with the Russian Federation, dictating the need to search and formulate

a new paradigm for the development of the foreign policy of the Republic of Moldova.
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The existing problems and the nature of Moldovan-Russian relations in particular and
foreign policy in general, influencing the domestic political situation in the context of integration
processes, have become the subject of numerous discussions in the scientific community,
political sphere and analysts. At the same time, there is no comprehensive study of Moldovan-
Russian relations in the context of the processes of European versus Eurasian integration,
dedicated to identifying problems, factors of internal and external influence, offering a strategic
approach in analyzing the prospects for foreign policy and Moldovan-Russian relations in
modern conditions.

This study involves identifying the main factors influencing the nature of Moldovan-
Russian relations and the foreign policy of the Republic of Moldova in the context of integration
processes. Geopolitical competition between the integration associations of the EU and the
EAEU stimulates the conflict potential of the environment of the international system at the
regional level, changing the configuration of forces within the regional subsystem of
international relations. In these conditions, the analysis of the relationship and interdependence
of the phenomena of "foreign policy”, "integration process” and “international system" in
modern geopolitical realities, represent an important task in the framework of this study and
solution of the problem.

Chapter 2 THEORETICAL AND METHODOLOGICAL BASES AND
CONCEPTUAL ASPECTS OF FOREIGN POLICY, THE PROCESS OF
INTEGRATION AND THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM, presents two blocks of
theoretical research. The first part is devoted to the theoretical and conceptual analysis of the
concepts of "foreign policy”, "integration process"”, "international system" and the identification
of interrelation and interdependence between them in modern geopolitical realities. The second
part is devoted to the methodology of the study of Moldovan-Russian relations in the context of
the processes of European versus Eurasian integration, the methods and techniques of analysis
used to achieve the set goal - the research problem.

Paragraph 1 Analysis of the theoretical and conceptual foundations and the
relationship of the concepts of "“foreign policy™, "integration process™, "international
system", firstly, attention is paid to the analysis of the theoretical and conceptual foundations of
these concepts. Secondly, the definitions of the concepts of "foreign policy"”, “integration
process” are formulated, taking into account modern geopolitical trends and transformations.
Third, the interconnection and interdependence between these concepts and processes is
substantiated in order to determine the degree of influence of the integration processes and the
process of transformation of the system of international relations on the foreign policy of the

Republic of Moldova.
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Analysis of the phenomenon of foreign policy in modern conditions, through the prism of
different currents and approaches, made it possible to formulate the following definition: foreign
policy is both an activity of the state in the international arena and a means of realizing national
interests, due to the historical past, geographical location and external environment, the state of
which is determined by current geopolitical trends and structure of the international system.

In these conditions, the role of foreign policy and its potential for adaptation in the
process of integration of states into various structures deserves attention. At the regional and
global levels, under the influence of the external environment, integration acts as the vanguard of
modern processes in international relations, structurally changing and shaping a new system of
international relations. Based on the substantiation that foreign policy is both an activity of the
state in the international arena and a means of realizing this activity in international relations,
special attention was paid to the analysis of the phenomenon of “integration process”.

Based on the analysis of numerous definitions of the integration process, theoretical
approaches and concepts, the following definition was formulated: integration is a long-term
process of rapprochement of several or more states, based on geographic proximity, the
institutionalization of which originates in the economic sphere and gradually moves into the
political sphere of interaction between states with the goal of realizing national interests and
overcoming common problems of the participants in the process, ensuring social well-being and
economic development within the association, while simultaneously creating a favorable
external environment for the international system.

The analysis made it possible to identify the existing interdependence between the
concepts of "foreign policy” - "integration process” - “international system". Foreign policy is
the main instrument of the state in achieving the goals of the integration process, which, as an
avant-garde phenomenon of international cooperation, refers to the state of the environment of
the international system. The formation of new contours and centers of power in the modern
international system, within which interstate relations and foreign policy are determined by the
nature of relations between the most influential powers, enhances economic competition and the
growth of conflict potential in the geopolitical space, which can be overcome by economic
convergence.

In the Paragraph 2, Methodology for the study of Moldovan-Russian relations in the
context of the processes of European and Eurasian integration, an area of research is formed,
in which numerous research methods and techniques are combined, the combined application of
which is of an interdisciplinary nature. The use of the most common research methods in the

academic community contributed to the implementation of the set goal concerning the problem
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of Moldovan-Russian relations in the context of the processes of European versus Eurasian
integration.

The application and combination of a set of theoretical and empirical methods of an
interdisciplinary nature, contributed to the implementation of the study of bilateral relations
between the Republic of Moldova and the Russian Federation in the context of the processes of
European and Eurasian integration. The use of a set of scientific methods and the use of a set of
scientific research techniques contributed to the development of a holistic understanding of the
nature of bilateral relations between the Republic of Moldova and the Russian Federation in the
context of integration processes on the Eurasian continent; study of the geopolitical processes of
European and Eurasian integration and systemic transformations that affect the nature of the
foreign policy of the Republic of Moldova, necessitating the formation of a strategically
balanced foreign policy in relations with the Russian Federation and the EU, consolidating the
national interest.

In the Paragraph 3 Conclusions to the second chapter, preliminary conclusions are
formulated that represent a further basis for the study. The integrity of the integration process,
the growing interdependence of the participants in the process (states), as well as the influence of
the external environment, from the point of view of a systematic approach, allows a correlation
between the concept of an "integration process” and an "international system", based on the
structural nature of the interaction of elements influenced by the environment. In the context of
integration processes, the formation of international systems at the regional level or subsystems
in relation to the global international system takes place. The characteristic features of the
integration process and the international system are: leadership of an economically developed
state performing a system-forming role with a predominant political weight in relation to other
states; the nature, intensity and forms of interaction caused by the external environment, which
determine the structural configuration of the integration processes of the EU and the EAEU,
developing at the regional level as a component of the international system.

Chapter 3 SPECIFICITY OF FOREIGN POLICY OF THE REPUBLIC OF
MOLDOVA WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF INTEGRATION PROCESSES, examines
the specificity of the foreign policy of the Republic of Moldova, conditioned by the need to build
diplomatic relations and form foreign policy guidelines in the new geopolitical conditions, after
gaining independence. The characteristic features of the process of forming the foreign policy of
the Republic of Moldova and the determination of priority directions have become. On the one
hand, the commitment to develop relations with traditional partners - the former Soviet republics,

primarily with the Russian Federation within the CIS. On the other hand, Moldova's aspiration to
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integrate into the European community, adequately assessing the prospects that open up in the
process of cooperation with Western partners.

This chapter examines the nonlinearity and inconsistency of the process of foreign policy
reconfiguration, which began in the late 90s with the definition of European integration - the
strategic course of the foreign policy of the Republic of Moldova, which revealed a number of
internal political problems, dividing society into supporters of the Western and Eastern vectors
of foreign policy. In the current conditions of growing geopolitical competition between
integration associations in the West and East, the internal political split in Moldova on the
geopolitical principle has become an instrument of influence of external forces and manipulation
of political parties and leaders of the Republic of Moldova.

In the Paragraph 1 The Political and Legal Framework for Bilateral Cooperation
between the Republic of Moldova and the Russian Federation, attention is paid to the
analysis of the political and legal basis of bilateral relations between the Republic of Moldova
and the Russian Federation, which was formed throughout the period of Moldova's
independence. The role of the CIS in the process of building bilateral relations, institutional
mechanisms of Moldovan-Russian cooperation, as well as the dynamics of political-diplomatic
and trade-economic interaction between Moldova and Russia in the context of the European
integration of the Republic of Moldova is analyzed.

Modern integration processes (the EU and the EAEU) determine the state of the
environment of the international system and form new contours and centers of power of the
international system, as a result, the foreign policy of the state within the framework of the
integration process and interstate relations are determined by the nature of relations between the
most influential powers representing the centers of power of the international system. In turn,
between the influential powers that are at the head of the integration associations, the
competitive potential is increasing in the political, economic spheres and geopolitical space [38,
p.36]. By signing the Agreement on the CIS Free Trade Area in 2011 and the Association
Agreement with the EU in 2014, the Republic of Moldova became a de facto member of two
integration associations. This format of cooperation has provided Moldova with unique prospects
for the realization of its political and economic interests, taking into account a number of
conditions. Firstly, the conduct of predictable foreign policy and foreign economic activity,
compliance with the concluded agreements and assumed obligations. Secondly, a change in the
approach of the Russian side in the process of resolving controversial issues in the spheres of
bilateral cooperation.

Throughout the entire period of interaction as independent states, an impressive political

and legal base was laid between Moldova and Russia, on the basis of which effective interaction
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is carried out in all areas of bilateral cooperation. This period of time can be conditionally
divided into two periods. For the first period, the characteristic processes were: building
diplomatic relations and the formation of political and legal foundations for cooperation as
independent states, taking into account the common historical past; active participation of the
Republic of Moldova in the CIS, which made it possible to strengthen the legal basis of
Moldovan-Russian relations, and contributed to the economic integration of Moldova in the CIS
space. The second period of development of the political and legal base of bilateral relations
begins in 2003. The starting point that influenced the dynamics of cooperation was the disruption
of the signing of the "Kozak Memorandum™ and the intensification of cooperation between the
Republic of Moldova and the European Union, envisaging the reconfiguration of the foreign
policy vector. The foreign policy "turn” of the Republic of Moldova was justified from the point
of view of the desire to integrate into the European community in order to realize national
interests. At the same time, the foreign policy reconfiguration did not correspond to the declared
principles of a flexible, balanced foreign policy of Moldova and strategic partnership with
Russia, as a result of which Moldova faced the reaction of Russia to the possibility of losing
influence in the traditional sphere of interests.

At the present stage, in the difficult conditions of relations between the West and Russia,
the political and legal basis of Moldovan-Russian relations continues to remain a solid
foundation for mutually beneficial cooperation. For a long time, the political leadership of the
Republic of Moldova adhered to a pragmatic approach in relations with the Russian Federation,
interacting in the most sensitive and relevant areas of bilateral cooperation for Moldova,
including: trade and economic cooperation, migration issues and the settlement of the
Transnistrian conflict. The pragmatic approach justifies itself only in the short term, limiting the
opportunity for the long-term realization of Moldova's national interests.

The stable nature of the Moldovan-Russian relations and the strategic approach in their
development, first of all, serves the interests of Moldova, contributing to economic development
and social well-being. At the same time, in the context of the transformation of the modern
international system, in the multipolar structure of which Russia acts as one of the centers of
power, the political stability and economic development of Moldova will depend on the relations
of the Republic of Moldova with the Russian Federation.

Paragraph 2 Reconfiguration of the foreign policy of the Republic of Moldova
within the framework of the process of European integration and relations with the
Russian Federation and the CIS, includes a comprehensive analysis of the foreign policy
blocks of the programs of the Governments in the period from 1998 to 2018, with a view to

correlating with the priorities, principles and main directions of foreign policy approved in 1995
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Foreign Policy Concept. The analysis also touches upon: the problems of correlation of the
foreign policy of the Governments in the context of European integration with national interests;
reasons for the deterioration of bilateral relations between Moldova and Russia; transformation
of the structure of foreign trade of the Republic of Moldova with the EU, CIS and Russia in the
period from 1998 to 2019; problems of strengthening democracy in the Republic of Moldova in
the context of European integration; the level of public support for the foreign policy course and
the level of confidence in the activities of the Governments of the analyzed period; problems of
implementation of political commitments under the Association Agreement.

Being at the initial stage of the integration process and being only a member of the EU
free trade zone, the political commitments that the Republic of Moldova assumed by signing the
Association Agreement, in particular, in the field of cooperation with the EU on international
issues within the framework of the CFSP, are premature from the point of view of stages of
integration. On the one hand, cooperation in this area demonstrates a high level of consolidation,
on the other hand, in the current geopolitical realities, it does not meet the foreign policy national
interests of Moldova. At the same time, the implementation of the most fundamental provisions
of the Association Agreement concerning the rule of law and the observance of democratic
standards receives critical assessments from the European partners.

In these conditions, from the point of view of realizing the national interests of the
Republic of Moldova through foreign policy, neither the Foreign Policy Concept of Moldova,
nor the declared goals and intentions in the programs of government activities, reflecting the
opportunistic nature of foreign policy, nor their implementation fully reflect national interests.
The imperfection of tactical foreign policy actions (prudence, pragmatism and balance) do not
contribute to the formation of a full-fledged foreign policy strategy. A consolidated foreign
policy strategy is able to ensure internal political stability and unite society through the
implementation of common national interests, and not a single part of society, ensuring the
socio-economic development and reintegration of the country.

The reconfiguration of foreign policy priorities after 2003, which manifested itself in the
course towards European integration, was based on the desire to achieve positive political and
economic effects from the integration process using its geographic location. At that stage, the
foreign policy of the Republic of Moldova became the main instrument for achieving the goals
of the European integration process, and the country's political leadership underestimated the
importance of such foreign policy principles as flexibility and prudence, primarily in the context
of geopolitical competition caused by the external environment.

Foreign policy "turbulence" of the Republic of Moldova had a negative impact on the

internal political, socio-economic state and development of the state, limiting the full
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development of all the advantages of the process of economic integration and political
association of Moldova in the EU and the potential for cooperation with the Russian Federation,
as well as within the CIS free trade zone.

Paragraph 3 Conclusions to the third chapter, the following conclusions are
formulated. The opportunistic nature of the foreign policy of the Republic of Moldova in the
modern geopolitical conditions, due to the high level of tension in relations between the
European Union and Russia, does not help to fully fulfill the obligations undertaken and to
develop the existing potential of agreements with the EU and CIS, as well as to develop a
strategic partnership with Russia. This kind of foreign policy behavior of the state has shaped the
reputation of the Republic of Moldova as an unstable and unpredictable partner.

In the context of the transformation of the international system, the main factors
determining the foreign policy of the Republic of Moldova are: geopolitical influence of the
centers of power; geographic location; environmental factors (EU - the process of European
integration and Russia - Eurasian integration); factors of the internal environment (division of
society into supporters of European and Eurasian integration).

In the current conditions, for the full realization of national interest, consolidation of the
status of a reliable partner, both in the West and in the East, restoration of a full-fledged strategic
partnership with the Russian Federation, it is necessary:

- the formulation of a foreign policy strategy that meets the new geopolitical realities;
- political will, consolidating political forces and society;
- tactical steps aimed at building a balanced foreign policy.

In the Chapter 4 FORMATION OF THE FOREIGN POLICY OF THE REPUBLIC
OF MOLDOVA IN NEW GEOPOLITICAL REALITIES: CHALLENGES AND
SOLUTIONS, the problem of the formation and implementation of a full and long-term foreign
policy strategy based on a comprehensive understanding of the category of "national interest™ of
the Republic of Moldova and taking into account the geopolitical interests of the Republic of
Moldova is analyzed. The transformation of the modern international system and the growing
tendencies aimed at the formation of a multipolar system within which Moldova is located
between two centers of power and integration associations, set the task of forming a balanced
foreign policy. On the one hand, the EU, whose geopolitical interest in Moldova in recent years
has increased as it expanded, and as a result was finally conditioned by the emergence of a direct
EU border with the Republic of Moldova. On the other hand, for the Russian Federation, a
member of the EAEU, actively promoting the idea of Eurasian integration, forming a new center
of power, Moldova has always been of geopolitical interest, which is accompanied by factors of

geopolitical influence in the region.
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In the Paragraph 1 the Foreign Policy Strategy for the Convergence of the Republic
of Moldova's Interests in the Framework of European and Eurasian Integration, the
analysis of external factors influencing the foreign policy of the Republic of Moldova in general
and Moldovan-Russian relations in particular is carried out. Among them, there are structural
transformations of the system of international relations, which determine the growth of
geopolitical competition between the integration associations of the EU and the EAEU, headed
by the Russian Federation. The internal context of political disunity is analyzed as an obstacle to
the formulation and implementation of a consolidated national interest. In this context, the need
to formulate and implement a foreign policy strategy that meets new geopolitical realities and
consolidates national interests and society is considered.

Over the past two decades, Moldova's geopolitical position in relation to centers of power
has been transformed. For many years, Moldova has remained in Russia's foreign policy and
continues to represent a sphere of interests in which Russia has significant geopolitical influence.
At the same time, before the "big" enlargement of the EU in 2004, the geopolitical interest of the
EU towards Moldova was significantly less than after the enlargement in 2007 and the
emergence of a common border. Naturally, the growth of the EU's geopolitical interest was
accompanied by the formation of the potential for geopolitical influence, primarily through the
use of "soft power" instruments, the integration process and its intermediate stages - political
association and economic integration of Moldova into the EU. In these conditions, the direction
of Moldova's foreign policy strategy is forced to proceed from the fact of strengthening the
geopolitical interest and influence of two centers of power (the EU within the framework of
European integration and Russia within the framework of Eurasian integration), at the regional
level in general and in Moldova in particular.

In these conditions, on the one hand, as the EU expanded and its borders approached the
borders of the Republic of Moldova, the EU's geopolitical interest increased, drawing Moldova
into the orbit of its geopolitical influence. On the other hand, the Russian Federation strove to
maintain its influence in the zone of its traditional geopolitical interests in the CIS space in
general and in Moldova in particular. In these conditions, the nature of Moldovan-Russian
relations became unstable and unpredictable, which significantly influenced the level of
Moldova's cooperation within the CIS and was reflected in the program documents of the
Governments, having a negative impact on the potential for the realization of national interests
within the "eastern vector" of foreign policy.

The balanced foreign policy strategy of the Republic of Moldova, combining potential
and vital national interests, the implementation of which is possible on condition of building

mutually beneficial cooperation with the EU and the EAEU, requires a trilateral format (EU -
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Moldova - Russia). The format of the trilateral dialogue will contribute to: identifying problem
points in the development of cooperation; search for ways to resolve existing contradictions and
disagreements; the growth of trust in the Republic of Moldova of external integration partners
and strengthening the level of stability and security of the Republic of Moldova in the political
and socio-economic spheres.

The absence of an updated foreign policy concept and strategy that meets the
consolidated national interest and geopolitical reality, taking into account the structural changes
in the system of international relations, stimulates each new government to formulate an
opportunistic foreign policy agenda. In the Western vector of foreign policy, this was expressed
for a long time in the simulation of the process of European integration and as a consequence,
the lack of progress in the implementation of the tasks set and the untapped potential. The
Eastern vector of foreign policy largely corresponds to the declarative level and bears an
opportunistic and pragmatic character, based on trade and economic interests.

In the Paragraph 2 Potential and prospects of strategic partnership between the
Republic of Moldova and the Russian Federation in modern conditions, the prospects for the
development of Moldovan-Russian relations and the development of potential are analyzed
through the prism of external factors of influence: structural changes in the system of
international relations; geopolitical competition; changes in the geopolitical landscape in the
region and internal factors: division of society; national interest. Also a functional analysis of the
strategic partnership between the Republic of Moldova and the Russian Federation from the
point of view of the prospects for the development and implementation of the national interest of
the Republic of Moldova was carried out.

The foreign policy of the Republic of Moldova in general and bilateral relations with the
Russian Federation in particular, at the present stage of development of the external contours of
international relations are conditioned by: structural transformations of the system of
international relations; geopolitical competition between the integration formations of the EU
and the EAEU and the new geopolitical landscape. External conditionality puts forward the
requirements for the formation of a new approach to building bilateral relations between
Moldova and Russia. At the same time, the format of bilateral relations between the Republic of
Moldova and the Russian Federation is determined by an internal contour and includes internal
factors of influence on the potential and prospects for the development of Moldovan-Russian
cooperation: the factor of division of the Moldovan society, the factor of national interest of the

Republic of Moldova, which were formed under the influence of the external environment.
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Based on the internal agenda, bilateral relations between Moldova and Russia in terms of
the scope of interests and spectrum existing problems requiring urgent and long-term solutions,
are conditioned by the need to build strategic relations in which Russia acts as a strategic partner.

The functional aspects of the strategic partnership with the Russian Federation at the
present stage demonstrate the existence of a potential for development in the national interests of
the Republic of Moldova, limited by the internal political context and the continuing level of
mistrust between Moldova and Russia.

The symbolic function of support is fragmented, providing support to domestic political
forces advocating the development of a strategic dialogue with Russia. In these conditions, the
main problem is the opportunism of this support, due to the instability of the political situation in
Moldova and the format of the parliamentary majority of the PSRM - PDM. The approval of the
Government of I. Chicu and the declaration of a "consistent and balanced foreign policy in order
to strengthen relations with international partners in the West and East™ is conditioned by two
categories of risk. First - the informal nature of the parliamentary majority, which can affect the
stability and consistency of the implementation of a balanced foreign policy. Secondly - in the
context of strengthening the position of pro-Russian political forces and developing cooperation
with Russia, there are risks of strengthening the EU's policy of conditionality and the growing
influence of the Russian factor in Moldova's foreign policy. The factors of geopolitical
competition in these conditions can provoke a slowdown in the European integration of the
Republic of Moldova.

The institutional function of strategic partnership, supported by a solid political and legal
framework and mechanisms of interaction at different levels of Moldovan-Russian relations,
provides a solid basis for the development of strategic partnership, provided that the practices of
using trade restrictions on the Russian side that violate the provisions of bilateral treaties and
principles mutual respect.

The prospect of mastering the instrumental function of strategic partnership with Russia
in relation to the process of resolving the Transnistrian problem is represented by two important
components of the national interest of the Republic of Moldova. First, it is the restoration of a
full-fledged and trusting dialogue between Moldova and Russia. Secondly, taking into account
the role of Russia as a mediator in the negotiation process, its influence in the Transnistrian
region and the modern geopolitical landscape, the prospect of a political solution to the
Transnistrian problem opens up. At the same time, this perspective depends on the internal
political institutional consensus, as well as on the ability of the Moldovan authorities to initiate

and develop a plan for a political solution to the Transnistrian problem.
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The potential prospect of the formation of a balanced policy of the Republic of Moldova
and strategic partnership with the Russian Federation is due to two parallel processes. On the
outer contour - the process of changing the geopolitical landscape in the region and
strengthening the position of Russia. On the internal contour - the process of consolidation of
society around a unifying domestic and foreign policy agenda, through the formulation of a
unifying conceptual and ideological agenda that meets national interests and modern realities.

In the Paragraph 3 Conclusions to the fourth chapter, the following conclusions are
presented. Changes in the geopolitical landscape at the regional level and the observed
transformation of the nature of the external environment, within the framework of the analyzed
subsystem of international relations, demonstrate structural changes in the system and the
strengthening of the position of the Russian Federation as a center of power at the regional and
global levels. In the current conditions, the issues of geopolitical competition and the division of
spheres of influence in the region become the subject of discussion between the main actors of
the global level, the United States and Russia.

In the current conditions of limited sovereignty, the factor of external influence continues
to dominate in the foreign and domestic policy of the Republic of Moldova. The argument
confirming this thesis was the interference of external partners in the post-election process of
power formation. The main external forces with influence are the United States and Russia, to a
lesser extent the European Union.

A consolidated foreign policy strategy focused on the maximum realization of the
national interest of the Republic of Moldova, and not subordinate to the interests of geopolitical
players in the region, individual political parties or political figures, should replace the practice -
the "foreign policy swing™ that has formed over the past twenty years. The geographic location
of the Republic of Moldova and the geopolitical situation in the region, characterized by tense
relations between the West and Russia, and the unsystematic foreign policy behavior of the
leadership of the Republic of Moldova in recent years, have led to a complex geopolitical
positioning. In these conditions, the categorical choice of one vector of foreign policy
development as a strategic course will be accompanied by increased pressure and influence from
the opposite center of power, provoking political instability and aggravating the division of
society, continuing to provide political parties with programs, rhetoric and an electorate divided

according to the geopolitical principle.
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GENERAL CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

In the carried out theoretical and empirical research, a significant scientific problem is
solved by developing a theoretical and conceptual framework for the interdependence of foreign
policy and integration processes in the context of a transforming system of international
relations, a fact that in modern geopolitical realities determines the nature and dynamics of
bilateral relations between the Republic of Moldova and the Russian Federation and the direction
of external policies in the context of integration processes. The degree of influence of factors of
the external environment, centers of power and internal political split in the process of
formulating and implementing the foreign policy of the Republic of Moldova is determined.

Based on the study of Moldovan-Russian relations in the context of the processes of
European versus Eurasian integration, the following conclusions:
1. The analysis of scientific literature made it possible to identify topical problems in Moldovan-
Russian relations at the present stage, affecting all areas of bilateral cooperation, which have
accumulated throughout the entire period of interaction as independent states. Additional factors
influencing the nature of bilateral relations were the processes of European and Eurasian
integration, the active phase of which fell on the period of the late XX - early XXI centuries, the
period of the formation of Moldovan statehood and the search for strategic priorities in the
foreign policy of Moldova and Russia. As part of the EU enlargement process and the spread of
European values and influence in the sphere of traditional geopolitical interests of the Russian
Federation, including the Republic of Moldova, Russia losing the EU competition in the sphere
of overlapping interests and using the instruments of "soft" and "hard" power, stimulated the
European integration of Moldova. The growing competition between the EU and Russia in the
post-Soviet space and Russia's desire to restore the status of a center of power, determined the
development of Eurasian integration, creating a complex environment of international relations,
directly affecting Moldova's foreign policy and Moldovan-Russian relations [37].
2. The configuration of foreign policy and the implementation of Moldova's national interests at
the present stage depends on the geographical location, the geopolitical context (environment),
as well as the avant-garde trends (integration processes) of cooperation in the world economy
and politics, determining new centers of power and the structure of the modern international
system. The integration process, being the vanguard trend of modern international economic and
political relations, affects all spheres of social life of the integrating states and determines the
nature of their foreign policy. The integrity of the integration process, the growing
interdependence of the participants in the process (states), as well as the influence of the external
environment, from the point of view of a systematic approach, allows a correlation between the

concept of an "integration process™ and an "international system", based on the structural nature
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of the interaction of elements influenced by the environment. In the context of the processes of
European and Eurasian integration, an international subsystem is being formed at the regional
level in relation to the global international system. The characteristic features of the subsystem
are the leadership of an economically developed state that plays a system-forming role with a
predominant political weight in relation to other states. The nature, intensity and forms of
interaction, conditioned by the external environment, determine the structural configuration of
the integration processes and foreign policy of the Republic of Moldova [38].

3. Throughout the entire period of interaction as independent states, a solid political and legal
basis was laid between Moldova and Russia, on the basis of which effective interaction is carried
out in all spheres of bilateral cooperation. The foreign policy reconfiguration does not
correspond to the declared principles of a flexible, balanced foreign policy of Moldova, set forth
in the concept and program documents. The political leadership of Moldova underestimates the
importance of such foreign policy principles as flexibility and prudence, primarily in the context
of geopolitical competition caused by the external environment. The opportunistic nature of the
foreign policy of the Republic of Moldova in modern geopolitical conditions is due to the high
level of tension in relations between the EU and Russia and does not help to fully fulfill the
obligations assumed and to develop the existing potential of the agreement with the EU and the
CIS free trade zone, as well as to develop a strategic partnership with Russia [39].

4. Empirical research has shown that a consolidated foreign policy strategy focused on
maximizing the realization of the national interest of the Republic of Moldova, and not
subordinate to the interests of geopolitical players in the region, individual political parties or
political figures, should replace the practice - the "foreign policy swing" that has formed over the
past twenty years. The geographic location of the Republic of Moldova and the geopolitical
situation in the region, characterized by tense relations between the West and Russia, and the
unsystematic foreign policy behavior of the leadership of the Republic of Moldova in recent
years, have led to a complex geopolitical positioning. In these conditions, the categorical choice
of one vector of foreign policy development as a strategic course will be accompanied by
increased pressure and influence from the opposite center of power, provoking political
instability and aggravating the division of society, continuing to provide political parties with
programs, rhetoric and an electorate divided according to geopolitical principles [40 ].

5. The potential prospects for the formation of a balanced foreign policy of the Republic of
Moldova and strategic partnership with the Russian Federation are conditioned by two parallel
processes. On the outer contour - the process of changing the geopolitical landscape in the region
and strengthening the position of Russia. On the internal contour - the process of consolidation

of society around a unifying domestic political (socio-economic development) and foreign policy
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(balanced) agenda, through the formulation of a unifying conceptual and ideological agenda that
meets national interests and modern realities [41].

6. The main criteria for the formulation and implementation of a balanced foreign policy aimed
at the convergence of free trade zones and the full development of strategic partnership with the
Russian Federation in the national interests of Moldova are: internal political and institutional
consolidation, which forms a socioeconomic agenda uniting society; rejection of the geopolitical
rhetoric that divides society; analysis of the potential for international recognition of Moldova's
neutral status; counteraction to external influence, including Russian, by strengthening
sovereignty.

Based on the results of the study and the formulated conclusions, the following
recommendations were formulated regarding Moldovan-Russian relations in the context of the
processes of European versus Eurasian integration:

1. In the current difficult geopolitical conditions for the Republic of Moldova, competition
between the integration associations of the EU and the EAEU and the centers of power and
structural transformation of the system of international relations, the Parliament of the Republic
of Moldova, on the basis of Article 66 d) of the Constitution, together with the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and European Integration, needs to update Foreign policy concept. The new
concept should reflect the principles of a balanced foreign policy, corresponding to modern
geopolitical realities and obligations under agreements with the EU and the CIS, reflecting the
national interests of Moldova.

2. It is advisable that the Parliament and the Government, with analytical support from sectoral
departments, initiate the development and formulation of the foreign policy strategy of the
Republic of Moldova, which is based on the convergence of the EU and CIS free trade zones
with the involvement of the EU and Russia (EAEU) in the dialogue.

3. On the initiative of the Parliament and with the active participation of the Government, it is
necessary, on the basis of the basic Agreement, to develop an action plan for the full restoration
of Moldovan-Russian relations, including an algorithm for the development of a strategic
partnership that meets the national interests of Moldova in modern geopolitical realities.

4. On the basis of the presented recommendations, the state government authorities should in
parallel: a) analyze the prospect of international recognition of Moldova's neutrality; b)
formulate an internal plan for a political solution to the Transnistrian problem; c) initiate the
process of negotiations with the Russian Federation on the final withdrawal of the military
contingent from the Transnistrian region.

5. It is necessary to supplement the areas of the Government's activities in Article 1V, paragraph

b) "foreign affairs and European integration" and strengthen parliamentary control of Articles I,
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paragraphs 2 and 6 of the Law on the Government No. 136 of July 7, 2017, for the continuous
compliance of the foreign policy block of the Government's Programs, the updated Concept of
foreign policy and implementation of the strategy of convergence and the development of
strategic partnership with Russia, excluding the domestic and foreign political conjuncture.

Prospects for the study of the scientific problem consist in an in-depth study of the role
of the Russian Federation in the emerging system of international relations and potential
geopolitical transformations in Eurasia. An equally important area is the study of the role of the
European Union as the center of power of the emerging multipolar system of international
relations and the development potential in the context of tense relations with the Russian
Federation and increasing competition between the integration associations of the EU and the
EAEU. The most important problem of the research concerns the prospects for the integration of
the Republic of Moldova into the European Union in the context of the internal political crises in
Moldova and the geopolitical factor of systemic transformation affecting foreign policy.
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ADNOTARE
TCACI Anatoli, ,,Relatiile moldo-ruse in contextul proceselor integrationiste europene
versus euroasiatice”, teza de doctor in stiinte politice, Chisinau, 2021.

Structura tezei: introducere, patru capitole, concluzii si recomandari, bibliografie din 326 de titluri, 4 anexe,
155 de pagini de text de baza. Rezultatele obtinute sunt publicate in 12 de lucrari stiintifice.

Cuvinte cheie: relatiile moldo-ruse, politica externa, proces integrationist, sistem international, strategie de
politica externd, parteneriat strategic, interes national, Republica Moldova, Federatia Rusa, Uniunea Europeand,
Comunitatea Statelor Independente, Uniunea Economica Eurasiatica.

Scopul lucrarii constd in cercetarea starii si evaludrea potentialului relatiilor moldo-ruse in contextul
proceselor integrationiste in cadrul asociatiilor existente Uniunea Europeana si Uniunea Economica Eurasiatica si
determinarea abordarii strategice a politicii externe Republicii Moldova 1n noile realitati geopolitice.

Obiectivele cercetirii: analiza istoriografiei straine a studiului relatiilor moldo-ruse in contextul proceselor
integrationiste europene si eurasiatice; analiza istoriografiei din Republica Moldova a studiului relatiilor moldo-ruse
in contextul proceselor integrationiste europene si eurasiatice; identificarea abordarilor teoretico-conceptuale ale
relatiei triadice ,,politica externd-proces de integrare-sistem international”; determinarea metodologiei de cercetare a
relatiilor moldo-ruse in contextul proceselor integrationiste europene si eurasiatice; investigarea cadrului politico-
juridic de cooperarii bilaterale dintre Republica Moldova si Federatia Rusa; reliefarea specificului reconfigurarii
politicii externe a Republicii Moldova in cadrul procesului de integrare europeana si a relatiilor cu Federatia Rusa si
CSI; identificarea strategiei de politicd externa de convergenta a intereselor Republicii Moldova in cadrul proceselor
integrationiste europene si eurasiatice; evaluarea potentialului si a perspectivelor parteneriatului strategic al
Republicii Moldova cu Federatia Rusa in conditiile noi.

Noutatea si originalitatea stiintifica cercetarii ,,Relatiilor moldo-ruse in contextul proceselor integrationiste
europene versus euroasiatice”, rezulta din faptul cé: pentru prima data in literatura de specialitate s-a incercat analiza
procesului de reconfigurare a politicii externe a Republicii Moldova si evolutia relatiilor cu Federatia Rusa in
contextul proceselor integrationite; se dezvaluie gradul de influentd a mediului sistemului international (procese
geopolitice) asupra politicii externe si potentialul realizarii interesului national in conditiile de concurenta intre
asociatii integrationiste si centrele de putere; la nivel teoretic si conceptual, a fost prezentatd interconectarea
»politicii externe - procesul de integrare - sistemul international”, care a stat la baza propunerii ,strategiei de
convergenta a politicii externe”.

Problema stiintifica importanta solutionata prin dezvoltarea unei viziuni holistice a interdependentei
politicei externe si a proceselor integrationiste in cadrul unui sistem de transformare a relatiilor internationale, un
fapt care in realitatile geopolitice moderne determina natura si dinamica relatiilor bilaterale dintre Republica
Moldova si Federatia Rusa si orientarea politicii externe in contextul proceselor integrationiste. A fost determinat
gradul de influentd a factorilor de mediu, a centrelor de putere si a divizarii politice interne in procesul de formulare
si implementare a politicii externe a Republicii Moldova.

Semnificatie teoretica constd in completarea bazelor teoretice si metodologice fundamentate si motivate
stiintific ale naturii interdisciplinare a studiului relatiilor internationale si a politicii externe; in dezvoltarea unui
cadru conceptual care sa reflecte tendintele unei abordari stiintifice a studiului relatiilor moldo-ruse in contextul
proceselor integrationiste europeane si eurasiatice si identificarea interdependentei si influentei proceselor
internationale asupra naturii politicii externe; in formularea definitiilor, argumentarea stiintifica a relatiei dintre
conceptele de ,politica externd”, ,proces de integrare”, ,sistem international” si conditionalitatea acestora; si
justifice necesitatea dezvoltarii cooperarii cu asociatiile integrationiste din Vest (Uniunea Europeana) si de Est (CSI,
Uniunea Economica Eurasiaticd), prin ,strategia de convergenti” propusd, care contribuie la dezvoltarea
parteneriatului strategic cu Federatia Rusa si la punerea in aplicare a unui interes national consolidat.

Valoarea aplicativi: consta in strategia de politicd externd propusa, care reprezintd baza pentru o analiza de
specialitate a expertilor din institutii specializate, cum ar fi Ministerul Afacerilor Externe si Integrarii Europene,
Parlamentul Republicii Moldova si discutia publica a fundamentelor conceptuale ale politicii externe in realititile
geopolitice moderne.

Implementarea rezultatelor stiintifice: teza de doctor a fost elaboratd in cadrul Scolii doctorale Stiinte
Sociale, Universitatea de Stat din Moldova.
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AHHOTALIIUA
TKAY Anartoauii, «Mos10-poccuiickue OTHOILIEHHS] B KOHTEKCTe MPOLEeCCOB eBPOIeiiCKoi
VErsus eBpasuiicKkoi HHTerpanuuy», TUCCEPTALMs HA COMCKAHUe YUEHOH cTeleHu JOKTopa
NOJMTHYeCKUX HayKk, Knmmnay, 2021.

CTpyKTypa QuccepTALMM: BBEJCHUE, YETHIPE ITIaBbl, BBIBOABI M PEKOMEHIALNHU, CIHCOK JIUTEPATyphl U3
326 UCTOYHMKOB, 4 mpunoxeHus, 155 cTpanni; ocHOBHOTo TekcTa. Pe3ynbraThl ucciieioBanus OmyOIMKOBaHbI B 12
Hay4HBIX paboTax.

KualoueBbie cioBa: Monpo-poccuiickue OTHOIIEHMS, BHEWIHsSS IIONMTHKA, IPOLECC HHTErpalui,
MEXIyHapoiHas CHCTEMa, BHEIIHENOJIUTUYECKass CTpaTerus, CTpaTerHueckoe MapTHEPCTBO, HALMOHAJIBHBINA
uHTepec, Pecryonmmka MommoBa, Poccuiickas ®eneparus, Empomneiickuit Coro3, CompyxectBo He3zaBucumbIx
TNocynapcts, EBpasuiickuii skoHomuueckuii Coros.

Henb padoThl 3aKII0YaeTCs B aHAJIM3€E COCTOSHUS U OLIEHKE MOTEHIIMAaIa MOJI0-POCCUICKUX OTHOLIEHUH B
KOHTEKCTE HMHTETPalliOHHBIX TIPOLIECCOB B paMKaxX cCymecTByloImux oObequHennii EBponeiickuit Coto3z u
EBpasuiickuit OxoHomuueckuit Coro3 u onpeaesieHuH CTPaTern4eckoro noAxoa B peaju3aliy BHEIIHEH MOTUTUKH
Pecrry6nuku MonoBa B HOBBIX T€OMOJIUTUYECKUX PEaIHsX.

3agaun  Wcciie0BaHUs: aHAIU3 3apyOeXHOHW uCTOpUOrpadMM HCCIENIO0BAHUS  MOJJIO-POCCHHCKUX
OTHOIIEHHH B KOHTEKCTE IMPOIECCOB EBPONEMCKON M €Bpa3sMHCKONM HHTETpaluy;, aHaJlu3 MOJJIABCKOU
ucropuorpaduu HUCCIEIOBAHHUS MOJJI0-POCCHICKMX OTHOIIEHHH B KOHTEKCTE IIPOILECCOB EBPONEHCKON |
€BPa3UIiCKOM HMHTETrpalliy; BbISABICHHE B3aUMOCBA3M TEOPETUKO-KOHIIETITYyaJbHBIX OCHOB BHEIIHEH ITOMUTHKH,
mpoliecca MHTETpalil M MEXKIYHAPOIHOW CHUCTEMbI; aHAJU3 METOJOJOTMH MCCIIECAOBAHUS MOJI0-POCCUNHCKUX
OTHOILIEHUI B KOHTEKCTE IIPOLECCOB €BPONEUCKON U €BPa3UKHCKON MHTErPalMK; UCCIIEN0BAHUE TIOJTUTUKO-IIPABOBOM
0a3bl JIBYyCTOpOHHEro coTpyaHudecTBa PecriyOnukn MonpoBa u Poccuiickort denepaiiyiu; BBISIBUTh CIIEHUPHKY
pekoHdurypanuu BHemHed nonutuku PecnyOnukyn MonjgoBa B paMKax Ipolecca eBpONeHCKON MHTerpalud U
otHomeHuit ¢ Poccuiickoit @eneparmeit u CHI'; ompeseneHre BHEIIHENOMUTHYECKON CTpaTerMU KOHBEPTEHINH
uHTepecoB PecnyOinku MongoBa B paMKax MpoOIIECCOB €BPONEHCKON 1 eBpa3UiCKOM HHTErpanum; naeHTHhUKams
MOTEHIIMAla M TEPCIEeKTUB CTpaTeruueckoro mapTépcrBa Pecmybnuku MomnnoBa u Poccuiickoit @enepauuu B
HOBBIX YCIIOBHSX.

HayyHash HOBHM3HA M OPMIMHAJIBHOCTbL HCCIENO0BaHUA «MOIJO-POCCUICKMX OTHOUIEHUH B KOHTEKCTE
IIPOLIECCOB  €BPOIICHMCKOM  VErSUS eBpa3suilcCKOM MHTErpauuu», MCXOOUT U3 TOr0, YTO: BIEPBHIE B
CIIeIMaTM3UPOBAHHON JIUTEpaType ObUla NPEANPUHATA IONMBITKA aHajdM3a Ipolecca PEeKOH(UIypaluu BHEIIHEH
nonutukd  PecnyOnuku MonoBa u aBomonuu  oTHoueHud ¢ Poccuiickoit ®Dexepauumeid B KOHTEKCTE
UHTETPAIIMOHHBIX IIPOLIECCOB; BBISBICHA CTEHEHb BIMSHUS CPEIbl MEXIYHAPOIHOW CHCTEMBI (TCOMOIUTHYECKUX
TMIPOLIECCOB) Ha BHEIIHIOIO MOJMUTUKY U MOTEHINAJ peaIM3allii HALIMOHAJIILHOTO HHTEpEeca B YCIOBUAX KOHKYPEHLIUU
MHTETPALMOHHBIX OOBEMHEHUH M LEHTPOB CHJIBI; IpEJCTaBIeHa Ha TEOPETHKO-KOHIENTYabHOM YPOBHE
B3aUMOCBS3b «BHEIIHEN ITOJIUTHKH - IPOLIECCa UHTErPalK - MEXKAYHAPOIAHOM CHCTEMBI», KOTOpas JIErJIa B OCHOBY
IIPEUIOKEHHON «BHEIIHETIOIUTUIECKON CTPATETUU KOHBEPTEHIIAN.

3HaunMasi Hay4yHasi mnpoO/jeMa pelleHa IIOCPEACTBOM pPa3pabOTKH LENOCTHOTO IPEACTaBIICHUS
B3aUMOOOYCJIOBIICHHOCTH BHEIIHEW IOJIHTHKA M IIPOLECCOB HHTErpallid B paMKax TpaHc(hOpMHpYoLeics
CHCTEMBI MEXIYHapOJHBIX OTHOIICHUH, (haKT, KOTOPHI B COBPEMEHHBIX T'COMOIUTHYESCKUX PEaMsiX ONpEeAenseT
XapakTep W IWHAMHUKY JBYCTOPOHHHX OTHomeHud Pecmybmmkum MongoBa ¢ Poccuiickoit ®Depeparmeit u
HAIPAaBICHNE BHEIIHEH MOJIUTUKN B KOHTEKCTE MHTETPAlMOHHBIX MIPOLECCOB. bbula onpeneneHa CTeneHb BIAUSHUS
(akTOpOB BHEIIHEW CpPEIpl, IEHTPOB CHIBI M BHYTPUIIOJIUTHYECKOTO packoja B mporecce (OpMYIHpPOBaHHUA H
peanu3anuy BHeMIHEH monuTuku Pecyomukun Monmosa.

TeopeTnyeckasi 3HAYMMOCTh HCCJIEJOBAHMS 3aKIIOYACTCS B JIONONHEHWHM HAyYHO OOOCHOBAHHBIX M
apryMEHTUPOBAHHBIX  TEOPETUKO-METOAONOTMYECKHX OCHOB  MEXAHMCUUILUIMHAPHOTO  XapakTepa HU3y4eHHUs
MEXIYHAPOIHBIX OTHOIICHMA W BHEIIHEH ITONWTHKH, B pa3pa0OTKe KOHIIETITyalbHOW OCHOBBI, OTpakKaromien
TEHIEHIIMM HAYYHOrO MOAX0/a B U3YUYEHUHU MOJJIO-POCCUMCKUX OTHOLIEHUH B KOHTEKCTE MPOLECCOB E€BPOIEUCKOM
1 eBPa3MHCKOM MHTETPAIlMM W BBIIBICHWH B3aWMOOOYCIOBICHHOCTH W BIMSHUHM MEXIyHapOJTHBIX IMPOIIECCOB Ha
XapakTep BHEIIHEH MOJUTHKY; B (DOPMYIHUPOBAHHMN ONpPENEICHUH, HAYdHONW apryMEHTalMd B3aMMOCBSI3H MEXIY
TIOHATHSAMH «BHEIIHSSA MOJINTHKAY», «IPOLECC MHTETPALINY, «MEXTyHApOIHAS CHCTEMa» M MX 00yCIOBIEHHOCTH; B
apryMEHTHPOBAaHNN HEOOXOJVMOCTH Pa3BUTHS BHEUIHENOJIUTHYECKOTO COTPYIHHYECTBA C WHTETPAllMOHHBIMH
oopenuaeHusaMu Ha 3amane (Empometickmit Coro3) m Bocroxe (CHIY, EBpasmiickuii 3KOHOMHYECKHH COMO3),
TIOCPE/ICTBOM  TIPEIVIOKEHHON ,,CTPATETMH KOHBEPI€HIMK’, CHOCOOCTBYIOIIEH pa3BUTHIO CTPATETHYECKOTO
napTtHEpcTBa ¢ Poccuiickoit denepanneil 1 peanu3anuy KOHCOIUAUPOBAHHOIO HALIMOHAJIBHOIO HHTEPECa.

IIpuxiiagHasi 3HAYUMOCTL PAdOTHI 3aKIIOYAECTCS B MPEACTABICHHONW BHEIIHENOIUTHYECKON CTpPATETHH,
SIBIISTFOILIETCST OCHOBOH /TSI SKCIIEPTHOT'O aHAJIM3a CHEHAIMCTOB U3 NPOQMIBHBIX yIpEKACHUH, Kak MUHHCTEPCTBO
Wnoctpanneix Jlen u Esponeiickoit Mnaterpammm, Ilapmamenta PecryOnnkun MonmoBa u  0OIIECTBEHHOTO
00CYX/IeHHSI KOHLIENTYyaJIbHBIX OCHOB BHEIIHEH MOJINTHKH B COBPEMEHHBIX T€OMOMUTHIECKHUX PEANHsIX.

HmniemeHTanusi Hay4YHbIX pe3yJabTaToB. Juccepramus paspaborana B pamkax Jloxropckoit Ikoms
Commansapix Hayk, Monnasckoro ['ocynapcTBeHHOrO Y HUBEpCHUTETA.
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ANNOTATION
TCACI Anatoli, ,,Moldovan-Russian relations in the context of European versus Eurasian
integration processes”, PhD thesis in political science, Chisinau, 2021.

PhD thesis structure: introduction, four chapters, general conclusions and recommendations, bibliography
that consists of 326 works, 4 annexes, 155 pages of the main text. The obtained results are published in 12 scientific
works.

Keywords: Moldovan-Russian relations, foreign policy, integration process, international system, foreign
policy strategy, strategic partnership, national interest, Republic of Moldova, Russian Federation, European Union,
Commonwealth of Independent States, Eurasian Economic Union.

The purpose of the thesis: consists in investigation the state and assess the potential of Moldovan-Russian
relations in the context of existing integration associations of the European Union and the Eurasian Economic Union
and to determine a strategic approach to the implementation of the foreign policy of the Republic of Moldova in the
new geopolitical realities.

Research objectives: analysis of foreign historiography of the study of Moldovan-Russian relations in the
context of the processes of European and Eurasian integration; analysis of Moldavian historiography of the study of
Moldovan-Russian relations in the context of the processes of European and Eurasian integration; identification of
the relationship between the theoretical and conceptual foundations of foreign policy, the integration process and the
international system; analysis of the research methodology of the Moldovan-Russian relations in the context of the
processes of European and Eurasian integration; study of the political and legal framework for bilateral cooperation
between the Republic of Moldova and the Russian Federation; identify the specifics of reconfiguration of the foreign
policy of the Republic of Moldova as part of the process of European integration and relations with the Russian
Federation and the CIS; determination of the foreign policy strategy for the convergence of interests of the Republic
of Moldova in the framework of the processes of European and Eurasian integration; identification of the potential
and prospects of the strategic partnership of the Republic of Moldova and the Russian Federation in the new
conditions.

Scientific novelty and originality the research ,,Moldovan-Russian relations in the context of the processes
of European versus Eurasian integration”, proceeds from the fact that: for the first time in specialized literature an
attempt was made to analyze the process of reconfiguration of the foreign policy of the Republic of Moldova and the
evolution of relations with the Russian Federation in the context of integration processes; the degree of influence of
the environment of the international system (geopolitical processes) on foreign policy and the potential for the
realization of national interest in the conditions of competition between integration associations and centers of
power is revealed; presented at the theoretical and conceptual level the relationship of ,,foreign policy - the process
of integration - the international system”, which formed the basis of the proposed ,,foreign policy strategy of
convergence’.

A significant scientific problem has been solved by developing a holistic view of the interdependence of
foreign policy and integration processes within the framework of a transforming system of international relations, a
fact that in modern geopolitical realities determines the nature and dynamics of bilateral relations between the
Republic of Moldova and the Russian Federation and the direction of foreign policy in the context of integration
processes. The degree of influence of environmental factors, centers of power and internal political split in the
process of formulating and implementing the foreign policy of the Republic of Moldova was determined.

The theoretical significance of the study is to supplement the scientifically sound and reasoned theoretical
and methodological foundations of the interdisciplinary nature of the study of international relations and foreign
policy; in developing a conceptual framework reflecting the trends of a scientific approach to the study of
Moldovan-Russian relations in the context of European and Eurasian integration processes and identifying the
interdependence and influence of international processes on the nature of foreign policy; in the formulation of
definitions, the scientific argumentation of the relationship between the concepts of ,,foreign policy”, ,integration
process”, ,international system” and their conditionality; to justify the need to develop foreign policy cooperation
with integration associations in the West (European Union) and East (CIS, Eurasian Economic Union), through the
proposed ,,convergence strategy”, which contributes to the development of strategic partnership with the Russian
Federation and the implementation of a consolidated national interest.

Applied value of the work lies in the presented foreign policy strategy, which is the basis for an expert
analysis of specialists from specialized institutions such as the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration,
the Parliament of the Republic of Moldova and public discussion of the conceptual foundations of foreign policy in
modern geopolitical realities.

Implementation of scientific results: the work is elaborated at the Doctoral School of Social Sciences of
the Moldavian State University.
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